
Councillor Accuses Mayor of Betrayal
Mayor says he was just doing due diligence

Owen Sound Sun Times

September 10, 2011
By Rob Gowan

A South Bruce Peninsula councillor says the town's mayor has “betrayed” the people of Sauble
Beach in a letter he wrote about septic re-inspections addressed to Ontario’s minister of municipal
affairs and housing.

“I think with the stroke of your pen you have betrayed the people,” Coun. Janice Jackson said in
an audio recording of Tuesday's committee of the whole meeting provided to The Sun Times.

But Mayor John Close said he was just doing his due diligence in making senior levels of
government and the public aware of the history of a problem of septic systems contaminating well
water throughout the town as the town explores implementing a septic re-inspection program.

“This is a push on the part of people to move this on to the sewer project, which this presentation
had absolutely nothing to do with,” Close said Friday morning. “This had only to do with the new
building code and septic tank re-inspection.”

Jackson raised concerns at Tuesday's meeting about Close's meeting with MPP Lou Rinaldi,
parliamentary assistant to Rick Bartolucci, at the Association of Municipalities of Ontario
Conference in London last month.

Jackson called Close's letter, dated Aug. 22, damaging, taking exception to portions of it that
referred to the role septic systems played in water problems at Sauble Beach.

“It's veiled poorly and transparently by saying its a septic reinspection program that you are after,
but all the way through it it talks about the contamination of our community,” Jackson said at
Tuesday's meeting. “This is very damaging. This is setting the scene for something the people of
Sauble have been fighting all along.” In the letter to Bartolucci, Close writes about the town’s
intent to lobby the ministry to obtain information and timelines about changes to the building
code so it could make a decision on a septic re-inspection program during upcoming 2012 budget
deliberations. The letter also asks for “information with regards to grants or funding programs for
septic re-inspection programs and the management of human waste.”

Close said he only provided background information to Bartolucci in the letter, adding that there
has been a history of septic re-inspections throughout the municipality.

“They are only picking and choosing words to defame my character and I resent it,” said Close.
“This was a report based solely on the septic re-inspection program.”

Jackson expressed concern about the portion of the letter that refers to the research and studies
the town has on septic systems and the potential for municipally owned and managed sewage
collection systems.

“Areas of our town [especially Sauble Beach] were experiencing difficulties managing their septic
waste and maintaining healthy and potable water,” the letter states.

Jackson said she was not aware of any wells that were being polluted by septic systems.
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In another paragraph Close’s letter states that there were concerns addressed at public meetings
about faulty septic systems. Jackson said she was unaware of any such concerns.

“I don’t recall the people complaining about anything other than a sewage treatment plant,”
Jackson said.

Jackson said she also had concerns about a statement in the letter that said some wells at Sauble
have a history of positive E. coli testing.

“I am not aware of a single well coming back with any positive E. coli testing,” she said.

“The last paragraph you state that you want to provide clean water free of septic waste,” said
Jackson. “We don’t have a problem of septic waste in our water and I think that this whole letter
to the minister is a gross misrepresentation of what’s happening in Sauble Beach.”

Jackson said she couldn’t understand how Close could present the letter to the minister after
council had made such strides in examining the issue of sewers at Sauble.

“I’m not sure what the solution is for this damaging letter, but I have a feeling that between
myself and 3,400 Sauble residents we’ll find one,” Jackson said during Tuesday’s meeting.

Jackson also said it is the role of a sewer subcommittee formed by the town to look into the
matter and find out if there is any kind of contamination from septic systems.

“Here you say that we do [have contamination],” Jackson said.

Jackson said Thursday she had received numerous e-mails about the letter and people want to
know whether it was from council or if it was from the mayor only. Jackson said she wanted to go
on record, saying “this is not a council letter, it is certainly not my stand and it doesn’t represent
my people.”

Close said at Tuesday’s meeting the letter was prepared by staff but was edited and approved by
him. On Friday he told a reporter he was following directions of council that he take the matter of
septic re-inspections to the province.

Close said Friday the information he cited about positive E. coli tests in wells came from a letter
from the Grey Bruce Health Unit.

Jackson said she was provided with a letter from the health unit dated Oct. 25, 2010 to former
Coun. Dan Kerr. The letter mentions a sanitary survey that revealed significant concerns about
the condition of private sewage systems and the safety of private drinking water supplies. A
follow-up letter from the health unit clarified that the 2007 survey applied to the downtown core
area of Sauble only. Jackson said she is aware of the concerns in the downtown area, but is
unaware of problems in the rest of Sauble Beach.

When he read the follow-up letter Friday morning, Close said it was the first time he had heard of
it, but he added there are “probably two drawers full, two boxes, of septic tank issues and well
issues that are on file, studies that are in town hall.”

“These indicated problems with septic system, problems with wells and sandpoints that are
throughout the Sauble area,” Close said.

South Bruce Peninsula has a subcommittee established to report on the need for sewers at
Sauble. The deadline for that committee to report back to council was recently pushed back from
Aug. 31 to Nov. 22. Jackson said testing at the beach by the committee hasn’t even started and it
could be years before results are available.

South Bruce Peninsula had identified a preferred plan for a sewage treatment system at Sauble,
but that plan was set aside earlier this year while the new council, elected last fall, took another



look at its options.

The plan, known as 5A, would see the town begin with a $27.8 million system that would serve
719 lots. The system would expand over three subsequent phases to eventually service 2,435
lots.

“This has really been quite a hot, hot topic for Sauble. It’s make or break for Sauble,” said
Jackson, who added there are only 600 “full-time homes” in Sauble Beach. “This $70-million
sewage treatment plant is going to put people out of their homes and it is completely
unnecessary. There has never, ever been any proof that we have any contamination in our wells
from our septic systems.”

Close said there are people in the community who don’t want sewers.

“As we get moving along this course it is expected we will be criticized for bringing out these
issues,” Close said. “All we are doing is we are doing our due diligence. As we find information we
will make people aware of it and I am not going to be involved in a coverup of a health and safety
issue.”
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